
 

 

 

 

2018-19 Administrative Bulletin 
X-18   1-11-19 

   
1. 2018 W-2 

 

The W-2's have been printed and mailed today to your home address.  If you do not receive your 
W-2 by Friday, January 18th, please contact Nancy Vandell at nvandell@eacs.k12.in.us or 
extension 1014.  The top reason for not receiving the W-2, is an incorrect address.  

 

       Kirby Stahly, ext. 1005 
2. EMPLOYEES WITH INSURANCE  

 

Reminder: January 18th is our first pay with your new medical, dental and vision deductions.  
Please check to be sure your deductions are correct.  If you have any issues please contact 
Jennifer Rose at ext. 1025. 
                  Kirby Stahly, ext. 1005 

 

3. EDUCATOR APPRECIATION DAY 
 

Every Saturday and Sunday in January is an Educator Appreciation Day! With a Barnes and 
Noble educator card, you will receive 25% off as opposed to the regular 20%. Not only that, but 
you also get extra discounts that an educator card doesn't regularly get you.  

 

January’s Educator Appreciation Days special discount offerings include:  

 25% off list price on most books, gifts, music, DVDs, and toys and games for classroom and 
personal purchase 

 10% off Café consumables (in-store only) 

 10% off select NOOK® products, including the NOOK 10.1” tablet and the NOOK 7” tablet 

 10% off select tech tools 
 



   

During January Educator Appreciation days, educators will also get a free STEM and STEAM 
calendar, while supplies last, and a free tall, hot or iced Starbucks® coffee from any Barnes & 
Noble Café. 

                Tamyra Kelly, ext. 1050 
 

4. ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 
 

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum 
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.  Please see Enclosure #1 for specific 
elementary school information.                                                                          

                                                                                                                   Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124 
 

5. SECONDARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 
 

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum 
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.  Please see Enclosure #2 for specific 
middle and high school information.                                                               

                                                                                                           Deborah Watson, ext. 3151 
6. A MESSAGE FROM THE WELLNESS COACH 
 

See Enclosure #3 to read the latest Wellness Newsletter! 
           Eric Manor, ext. 1003 
 

7. TAX PREPARATION HELP 
 

See Enclosure #4 for tax preparation sites for families with income under $54,000. 
            

  Tamyra Kelly, ext. 1050 
 

8. FRANCINE’S FRIENDS MOBILE MAMMOGRAPHY UNIT  

It’s returning to EACS! This is a wonderful and convenient 
service offered to EACS and to our community by Parkview 
Hospital and the Breast Diagnostic Center. 

Parkview recommends women have an annual mammogram beginning at age 40. Women 35 and 
older, who are not experiencing any problems with their breasts, can get a screening 
mammogram on the coach. 

     All participants must have a family physician as the screening report is sent to the physician.   

    For participants that have insurance, their insurance company will be billed.  For those that have   
EACS Group Health Insurance, Mammograms will be considered as a wellness benefit, covered at 
100%. Please bring a photo ID and your insurance card. 

NO ONE will be turned away for inability to pay.  Francine’s Friends has funding available and 
a donation toward the cost of the mammogram is welcome. 

     2019 screening schedule:  

 January 22 (Thursday) – New Haven High School 
 January 28 ( Monday) – Paul Harding Junior High 
 February 11 (Monday) – Cedarville 
 February 15 (Friday) – Prince Chapman Academy 
 March 7 (Thursday) – New Haven Middle School 



   

 March 22 (Friday) – Leo Jr/Sr High School 
 April 16 (Tuesday) – Woodlan Elementary 
 May 3 (Friday) – Heritage K-12 Campus 

 

Appointments may be scheduled in by calling (260) 266-8120. 
                                                                                                                 Abby Koroncevicius, ext. 7008   
                                                                                                                                                                            

9. CPR/AED TRAINING 

Classes are offered free of charge twice a month through the end of the school year. November 
classes will be held in the Woodlan area, December classes will be held in the Leo area, January 
classes will be held in the Paul Harding area and February classes will be held in the New Haven 
area. All classes will start at 4:15 pm, class size is limited and requires pre-registration. If you 
need this certification for your license renewal, email or call Abby Koroncevicius, Health Services 
Coordinator. 

January & February 2019 Class Schedule 

January 17 (Thursday PHJH) 

January 29 (Tuesday PHJH) 

February 12 (Tuesday NHPS) 

February 28 (Thursday NHPS) 

Certification is through the American Heart Association and lasts for two years. Any employee 
interested in, or needing certification renewal may also participate in this training. 

                Abby Koroncevicius, ext. 7008   

 
          



Elementary Curriculum Connection 
January 11, 2019 

EL (English Learner) CORNER: WIDA ACCESS TEST Q&A 

Q: HOW CAN I HELP PREPARE MY ELs? A: Please be aware of your school's testing schedule as to not give EL students 

other tests or major assignments on testing days. Visit https://wida.wisc.edu/ for teaching tools; or, to view student 

samples of the test, use these websites via Chrome: https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida       

https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida Please be very encouraging to your students at this time  

Q: WHAT DOES THE ACCESS TEST MEASURE? A: The test measures English proficiency overall, along with individual 

scores for listening (15% of the test), speaking (15%), reading (35%), and writing (35%).  

Q: HOW LONG DOES THE TEST TAKE? A: Schools have various schedules between the 1/14-3/1 window. On average 

in grades 1-12, students take on average 45-60 min. for Listening & Reading, 60-90 min. for writing, & 35-50 min. for 

speaking; 45 min. for Kindergarten, and 20-80 min. for the Alternate Access, although the test is not timed. So, 

students may take up to 4.5 hours to complete the test. 

 

Evidence vs. Details 
 

All evidence are details from the text, but not all details are 

evidence.  Require students to support each 

answer/inference with text-based evidence. Use one of 

these 10 ways to ask How do you know? 

 
-Where in the text did the author lead you to believe that? 

-What details in the text support that opinion? 

-Can you justify your thinking with proof from the text?  

-Point to/Highlight words and phrases in the text that justify 

that answer. 

-How do you know that is true, based on the text? 

-What in the text made you say/think that?  

-Could you give me an example from the text?  

-What reasons are outlined in the text to support that 

idea/conclusion?  

-Can you identify another detail in the text that supports 

your idea? 

-How does that detail prove that…? 

 
-Kristina Smekens:  18 power strategies 

What's New in EDGE? 
(EACS High Ability Education) 

 

Strategy of the Week: "Question That" is a good 

strategy to use with students in order to help them see 

answers and questions in a different way. It is similar 

to Jeopardy in that the answers are in the form of 

questions. Here are some examples: 

Teacher: 24 

Student A: What is 6 times 4? 

Student B: How many hours are in a day? 

Student C: What is the square root of 576? 

Teacher: Edgar Allen Poe 

Student A: Who wrote "The Raven"? 

Student B: What famous poet was born in 1809 in 

Boston? 

Student C: Who wrote "The Tell-Tale Heart"? 

Teacher: George Washington 

Student A: What US President was born in 1732? 

Student B: Who was the first President of the US? 

Student C: Which US President served as the 

Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army during 

the American Revolutionary War? 
 

Questions? Contact Carrie Shappell, EACS High Ability 

Coach at extension 3155 or cshappell@eacs.k12.in.us 

 

NWEA   Dec 3-Jan 25 
Scantron B5   Jan 28-Feb 8 
District Writing Prompt   Dec/Jan 

 

 

 

https://wida.wisc.edu/
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida
http://cshappell@eacs.k12.in.us/


Important Dates 
Winter NWEA
District Writing Prompt
Bundle 5 Assessment
ISTEP Applied Skills

12/3/18 - 1/25/19
December-January
1/28/18 - 2/8/19
2/25/19 - 3/22/19

Secondary: Middle School & High School January 11, 2019 

EL Corner:  Wida Access Test Q & A

What's New in EDGE? 
(EACS High Ability Education) 

Strategy of the Week: 

Questions? Contact Carrie Shappell, EACS High Ability 
Coach at extension 3155 or cshappell@eacs.k12.in.us 

Questions or Concerns about the Bundles? 
Please make sure you fill out a bundle feedback form located on the 

district shared drive.

"Question That" is a good strategy to use with students in order 
to help them see answers and questions in a different way. It is 
similar to Jeopardy in that the answers are in the form of 
questions. Here are some examples:

Teacher: 24
Student A: What is 6 times 4?
Student B: How many hours are in a day?
Student C: What is the square root of 576?

Teacher: Edgar Allen Poe
Student A: Who wrote "The Raven"?
Student B: What famous poet was born in 1809 in Boston?
Student C: Who wrote "The Tell-Tale Heart"?

Teacher: George Washington
Student A: What US President was born in 1732?
Student B: Who was the first President of the US?
Student C: Which US President served as the Commander-in-
Chief of the Continental Army during the American 
Revolutionary War?

Q: HOW CAN I HELP PREPARE MY ELs? A: Please be aware of 
your school's testing schedule as to not give EL students other tests or 
major assignments on testing days. Visit https://wida.wisc.edu/ for 
teaching tools; or, to view student samples of the test, use these 
websites via Chrome: https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/
wida       https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida Please be 
very encouraging to your students at this time J

Q: WHAT DOES THE ACCESS TEST MEASURE? A: The test 
measures English proficiency overall, along with individual scores for 
listening (15% of the test), speaking (15%), reading (35%), and 
writing (35%). 

Q: HOW LONG DOES THE TEST TAKE? A: Schools have various 
schedules between the 1/14-3/1 window. On average in grades 1-12, 
students take on average 45-60 min. for Listening & Reading, 60-90 
min. for writing, & 35-50 min. for speaking; 45 min. for Kindergarten, 
and 20-80 min. for the Alternate Access, although the test is not 
timed. So, students may take up to 4.5 hours to complete the test.

     Writing Right or Left
Have you ever been asked the question, "Do you use your left 
or your right side of your brain more often?"  Our brain 
encompasses two hemispheres:  the left hemisphere and the 
right hemisphere.  In general, each half's opeative and 
functional tactics regulate our physical, emotional and mental 
responses.  A person may use both sides of the brain 
relatively equal when he/she addresses an academic 
assignment.  However, normally a person tends to utilize one 
side of the briain more than the other when he/she tackles a 
scholastic task.  This leaning to one side may be due an 
assignment's directions, though.  As educators, are we 
encouraging our students to use their 
"right" hemispheres, as well as the left hemispheres?  

Students' left hemispheres are used when they are checking 
for grammer, syntax and punctuation.  Students also use the 
left side of their brains when they peer edit and setup the 
physical structure of their essays.  Even citing evidence 
requires students to use their left hemispheres.  How do we 
help our students strengthen their "creative" right-
hemisphere abilities?  One efficient and quick mode is by 
asking them to answer short writing prompts and requiring 
them to think abstractly.  An exmple of a quick writing 
prompt is called a "crossover", which connects two seemingly 
different concepts.  Examples of crosovers are below listed, 
which were provided by Lisa Cooper (2018, December) at the 
IAG Conference in Indianapolis, Indiana.

1. What is the sound of a rainbow?
2. What is the structure of comfort?
3. What is the fabric of wishes?
4. What is the sculpture of loneliness?
5. What is the flavor of laughter?
6. What is the texture of fear?
7. What is the apparel of fog?
8. What is the vision of warmth?
9. What is the cost of an emotion?
10. What is the musical chord of a mistake?

As students are writing their answers,  teachers can tap into 
their creative side and write as well.  After a few minutes, 
students and the teacher can share what they wrote in small 
groups.   The myriad of answers will bring life to the class.  

http://cshappell@eacs.k12.in.us/


FROM YOUR WELLNESS COACH

EACS Employee Wellness 

Farewell and Introduction  
From Eric Manor, EACS Employee Wellness Coach: 

With mixed emotions, I’ve accepted a new position as the Health and Wellness Director 

at Purdue Univeristy Fort Wayne. My last day at Parkview Health & Wellness Coach at 

EACS will be on Friday, January 11th. It’s a difficult decision to leave a position and people 

that I enjoy so much. EACS will always be a special place for me. Professionally, EACS 

offered me opportunities and relationships that helped me grow. Personally, I’ve worked 

with EACS through some of the happiest and most difficult times of my life. I’ll always be 

grateful for the love and support EACS provided me when my father passed away in 

2015. On a happier note, I felt the same support and encouragement when our twin 

boys were born in 2017.  Thank you for always making feel at home and I’m going to 

miss all of the great people who make EACS such a special place.

Please welcome Tori Bontrager, your new EACS Employee Wellness Coach! Tori 

graduated from Grace College in December of 2017 with a B.S. in Health and Exercise 

Science with a minor in General Business and Chemistry. Tori is passionate about 

building relationships and helping others in any way that she can. Her passion for health 

and wellness started during athletics, and it has been a passion for her ever since! She 

loves finding creative ways to help others manage their health and achieve their 

wellness goals through life changing habits. In her free time, you can catch Tori in the 

gym coaching or playing volleyball, at the lake, spending time with her family and 

friends, or with a book in her hand.  Please contact Tori at tbontrager@eacs.k12.in.us or 

ext. 1003.   

Tori Bontrager  
EACS Employee Wellness Coach
Parkview Workplace Wellness  



TAX HELP
INCOME UNDER $54,000JANUARY 26- APRIL 10, 2019

TAX PREPARATION SITES
Allen County – Walk-in Sites
St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
1101 S. Lafayette St., Fort Wayne, IN

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
(doors open at 1:30 p.m.)
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
(doors open at 8:30 a.m.)

Closed March 6 for Ash Wednesday 

American Red Cross 
1212 California Rd., Fort Wayne, IN

Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(doors open at 8:30 a.m.)

Outside Allen County –  
By Appointment Only
Appointments can be made  
by calling 260.422.5625

DeKalb County Site
Catholic Charities – Auburn Office

Noble County Site
Kendallville Public Library

Steuben County Site
Steuben County United Way 
Carnegie Public Library

What To Bring
MUST BRING A COPY OF 2017 FEDERAL TAX RETURN
Tax Return: Bring a copy of your previous tax return. 

Health Insurance Information for Everyone in the Household: 
*Bring Form 1095-A, 1095-B, or 1095-C. Proof of health 
insurance MUST be shown to avoid penalty.

Valid Picture ID: *If married and filing jointly both spouses  
must be present and both must bring picture ID.

Social Security or ITN cards and Birth Dates: Bring information 
for you, your spouse, and any dependents you are claiming.

Tax Forms: This includes W-2 forms, unemployment forms,  
and 1099 forms for ALL jobs held in 2018. 

Correspondence with the IRS: Bring any letter or notice you 
have received from the IRS.

Bank Account Information: If choosing direct deposit, bring 
your savings and/or checking account routing numbers. 

Rent Information: Landlord name, address, and amount of rent 
paid in 2018.

Homeowner Information: Bring information about home 
interest and property tax paid. 

Child Care Information: If you pay for childcare, bring 
documentation listing provider name, address, tax ID#,  
and amount paid. 

Tuition Information: If you, your spouse or a child attended 
college bring the Tuition Expense Settlement (1098T)  
and/or the Student Loan Interest Statement (1098E).

For more information, call 2-1-1 or 1.866.211.9966



AYUDA 
GRATUITA 

PARA PREPARAR  
SUS IMPUESTOS

INGRESO MENOR DE $54,000DE ENERO 26 AL 10 DE ABRIL DEL 2019
CENTROS DONDE PUEDE RECIBIR AYUDA
Condado de Allen – sitios sin cita previa
St. Mary’s Catholic Church  
(Iglesia Católica St. Mary’s)
1101 S. Lafayette St., Fort Wayne, IN

Lunes, martes, miércoles de 2:00p.m. a 8:00 p.m. 
(abierto a partir de la 1:30 p.m.)
Sábado de 9:00 a.m. a 1:00 p.m.  
(abierto a partir de las 8:30 a.m.)

El día 6 de marzo estará cerrado por ser  
Miércoles de Ceniza.

American Red Cross (Cruz Roja Americana)
1212 California Rd., Fort Wayne, IN

Sábado de 9:00 a.m. a 1:00 p.m. 
(abierto a partir de las 8:30 a.m.)

En otros condados –  
con cita únicamente
Para pedir cita llame al 260.422.5625

Auburn
Catholic Charities (Caridades Católicas)

Kendallville
United Way del Condado de Noble 

Angola 
United Way del Condado de Stueben

¿Qué debe traer?
Información de seguro médico de todos los integrantes de la familia: 
*Traer el formulario 1095-A, 1095 B, ó 1095 –C. Debe presentar 
prueba de seguro médico para evitar una multa

Identificación válida con foto: *Si está casado (a) y van a hacer una 
declaración conjunta, ambos deben estar presentes y deben traer 
identificación con foto.

Tarjetas de Seguro Social o ITN y las fechas de nacimiento: Traer su 
información, la de su esposo (a) y la de los dependientes a los cuales 
usted está reclamando.

Formulario de Impuestos: Incluye los siguientes formularios: W-2, 
desempleo, 1099 de todos los trabajos que usted tuvo durante el año 
2018. 

Correspondencia con el IRS (Servicio de Impuestos Internos): Traer 
cualquier tipo de carta o notificación que usted haya recibido del IRS.

Declaración de impuestos del año anterior: Traer copia de su 
declaración de impuestos del año anterior. 

Información de su banco: Si elige depósito directo a su cuenta, traiga 
los números de su cuenta de ahorros y/ó números de ruta de su 
cuenta de cheques.

Información sobre el alquiler: Nombre del arrendador, dirección, y la 
cantidad de alquiler que pagó en el 2018.

Información si es propietario de vivienda: Traer información de los 
intereses en la casa y los impuestos sobre la propiedad que usted 
pagó.

Información del cuidado infantil: Si usted paga por el cuidado infantil, 
traer documentación con el nombre del centro, dirección, número de 
identificación de impuestos del proveedor y la cantidad que usted 
pagó.

Información de Matrículas de estudios: Si usted, su esposo (a) o un 
hijo están asistiendo a la universidad, traiga la declaración de pago 
de matrícula (1098T)y/ó la declaración de intereses de préstamos 
estudiantiles (1098E).

Para más información, llamar al 2-1-1 o al 1.866.211.9966
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